UPDATE

september 2006

'Shut DESO' Action Day: Monday 16th October

The next major event in CAAT's 'Call the Shots Campaign' will be the 'Shut DESO' Action Day on 16th October.  Arranged in conjunction with two of the Christian Network's partners on the Network of Christian Peace Organisations (NCPO), the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) England and SPEAK, members of the three groups and Pax Christi will begin the day at 10.00 o'clock with a prayer meeting outside the DESO headquarters at 2-12, Bloomsbury Way, London WC1 (nearest underground stations: Tottenham Court Road or Holborn).  We'll then join other CAAT supporters at nearby Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church (235, Shaftesbury Avenue, WC2) for a campaign update and briefing at 11.00.  At 12.30 back outside  DESO's HQ, a human chain will encircle the building to highlight DESO's position as a 'global danger zone.'  I hope as many of you as possible can participate in this action; we need at least 170 people to successfully complete the chain. As a symbol of our peaceful action, please wear something white. Afterwards from 1.30 we will be conducting a street poll to increase the public's awareness about how DESO spends our money on fuelling the arms trade.

Finally from 3.00 there will be the opportunity to lobby your MP at Westminster.   This lobby at Parliament is part of CAAT's three month (September to November) mass lobby so if you are unable to visit your MP in the House on 16th October, arrange to see her or him in your constituency before the end of November.  The CAAT Lobby Pack is available to help you and can be obtained from the Office on 020 7281 0297 or www.caat.org.uk/campaigns/calltheshots/lobby-guide.php So far 39 MPs have signed the DESO Early Day Motion (EDM 1798) so if yours is not one of them (see: http://edmi.parliament.uk), you might like to offer them the chance to do so.  In addition to CAAT's extensive range of freely available material on DESO, FOR has recently produced a 12 page briefing entitled Living by the Sword.  To order a copy, call 01865 748796  or download it from www.for.org.uk
Also why not order some Action Day leaflets from CAAT to distribute in your churches and invite your friends to join us on the 16th.   I look forward to meeting many of you on the Day.  

Arms Trade Day of Prayer 2006

As reported in CAATnews 197 p.7 (Aug/Sept 2006), 108 packs were sent out this year.  Thirteen people gave feedback on the pack's material, either in a letter or through the form supplied in the pack.  The quality of the material 

was rated using a 5-point Likert Scale with a score of 5 = very good and 1 = of no value.  The average scores from the ten completed responses were 4.2 for both the  reflection on “why should Christians campaign against the arms trade?” and the prayers, 4.3 for the Bible readings and 4.5 for the CAAT 'Shut DESO' briefing, action guide and postcards, all equivalent to good.  Eight (out of 11) respondents had asked their MP to sign EDM 1798 and/or collected signatures for the 'Call the Shots Campaign' and 'Shut DESO' statement and six sent off 'Shut DESO' postcards to their MP and the Chief Secretary to the Treasury.  My thanks to all of you who sent in your comments including suggestions for next year.

New Christian Network Leaflet

The new leaflet (enclosed) has just been printed and made its first appearance in the Peace Zone at the Greenbelt Festival held at Cheltenham Racecourse over the August Bank Holiday weekend.   My thanks to Beccie, Kathryn, Lynne and Shona for their helpful comments on, and proof reading and design of, the leaflet.  If you want more copies for your Church or organisation, please contact the office (details above).

CAAT Christian Network Badges

Badges (illustrated) are now available in violet on white at 20p each or £1.50 for 10 (+23p postage).  Order yours now from the office.

Future Dates

1st September - 30th November: CAAT Three Month Mass Lobby

16th October: Shut DESO Action Day

   10.00  Prayer Meeting (DESO)

           11.00  Rally & Preparation for Action (Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church)

     12.00  Human Chain Mass Action (DESO)

       1.30  DESO Street Poll

             3.00  Lobby your MP (Westminster)

22nd - 29th October: Week of Prayer for World Peace

Details: Lesley Daisley on 020 8968 4340

25th November: CAAT National Gathering

Mary Ward House, Tavistock Square, London WC1

(underground: Euston or Russell Square)

Details: anna@caat.org.uk
