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[your contact details]

[today's date here]

[Press release] 

[Your heading here eg]

[x%] of [name of your town/city/parish] residents want to see military spending cut

[First para should contain essential information eg]

A survey on government spending priorities by local supporters of Campaign Against Arms Trade (CAAT) has revealed that a [large/significant] majority of participants agree that the government spends too much on the military and that it should not be giving support for arms exports. [Your name] CAAT conducted a short survey among shoppers in the [name of shopping centre/market place etc] on [day and date].

Participants expressed surprise at the fact that only 0.2% of the workforce were employed in arms export jobs and that arms exports comprise only 1.5 % of total exports, yet the government body promoting exports devotes more than 60% of its staff resources on supporting the arms industry.  

Overwhelmingly, participants said that they valued government spending on health, education and welfare over the military sector. [x%] agreed that it was wrong that the government spent 60 times as much on research and development in the arms industry as it did on renewable energy [x%] and said the proportions should be reversed.

[Is there a local angle that you can mention eg arms factories nearby, hospital or government offices being closed, school building programmes being axed , statement from local MP etc? This will make your press release more interesting for your local media].

Local CAAT contact [name] says: [your quote eg “The government says that the so-called defence budget must be shielded from spending cuts because it protects valuable jobs, but it doesn't - it protects arms company profits. Local people told us that they want government money spent on areas that are important to their daily lives, especially health and education, not subsidies for the arms industry.”  

ENDS

[Your contact details here. Mention that photos are available]

Notes 

1. Campaign Against Arms Trade(CAAT)works for the reduction and ultimate abolition of the international arms trade together with progressive demilitarisation within arms-producing countries.  For more information please visit www.caat.org.uk or contact Kaye Stearman at CAAT on 020 7281 0297 or email press@caat.org.uk
Notes of any other points you might want to make. 

If you need further help, give us a call for adapting it to different circumstances

